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IT ENGLISH DICTIONARY: DEVELOPING STAGES AND 

PECULIARITIES OF ONLINE USAGE 

The paper deals with the IT English Dictionary developing stages as the part 

of scientific and research work at the Department of Foreign Languages in the 

State University of Telecommunications. The lexicographic peculiarities of the 

dictionary as well as the modern challenges of the dictionary introduction into the 

learning process are being analyzed. The perspectives of the online IT English 

Dictionary with the interactive follow-up tasks embedding into MOODLE are 

being presented. 

Nowadays the IT technologies have become a significant part of our 

everyday routine and have brought crucial changes in the development of science, 

technology and education in particular. Rapid growth of the IT technologies has 

led to the real need of professionals in the sphere. Apart from knowing the 

subjects on Programming Languages, IoT, Robotics etc., a modern IT specialist 

must know English well, moreover they should study professional IT English 

thoroughly. IT English is the part of the Academic Curricula for all the specialties 

of Bachelor Degree students at the State University of Telecommunications. At 

the Department of Foreign Languages the Curriculum on Foreign Language 

(English) has been worked out [2] in which the IT English vocabulary teaching 

and learning is its dominant part. Making IT English Dictionary has become R&D 

topic for the Department of Foreign Languages. 

The challenge of making the IT English Dictionary should meet the 

following requirements: 1) the word and phrase choice should respond students’ 

needs [3] in their ‘field’ language; 2) each word should contain translation and 

explanation(s); 3) the dictionary should contain numerous examples of word(s) 
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and phrase(s) usage; 4) the thematic division according to the Curriculum [4, p. 5-

6] should be observed; 5) any part of the dictionary should be easy to access etc.  

To achieve these goals the following tasks for making IT English Dictionary 

were determined: 1) to make the thematic lists of glossaries according to the 

Curriculum; 2) to write/compile the transcriptions to the chosen words and 

phrases; 3) to write/compile the translations to the chosen words and phrases; 4) to 

write/compile the explanations to the chosen words and phrases; 5) to choose the 

examples for the words/phrases from the up-dated sources like official software 

and hardware manufactures’ websites, white papers of official IT newspapers, 

journals and the websites of the leading UK and US IT companies etc.; 5) to 

publish the Dictionary; 6) to embed the Dictionary to the Curriculum; 7) to 

actively use it in the learning process at the university. For instance, to follow the 

Curriculum the themes covered (by preparing the list of terms and abbreviations) 

are determined as follows: Working in the IT Industry, Computer Systems, 

Websites, Databases, E-Commerce, Network Systems, IT Support, IT Security 

and Safety, Working in IT, IT Systems, Data Communication, Administration, 

Choice, Interactions, Development, IT Solutions, Convergence in Telecoms and 

IT, Mobility, Software, Networking, Data Centres and Security, Services, Media, 

Society etc.  

While these tasks are being successfully completed by the scientific project 

group of the Department, the question about the online version of the dictionary 

has arisen due to the needs of the teachers, students, waist of paper for publishing 

and the learning process itself.  

As far as in the State University of Telecommunications MOODLE system 

[1] lecturers can post tasks, projects and create appropriate tests etc. and students, 

at the same time, have the opportunity to discuss the current themes on forum, or 

share the newest information in IT industry, special IT terms between them. In 

addition, the students have the access to several courses in English, for example, 

"Designing & Deploying Connected Device Solutions for Small and Medium 

Business", the online IT English Dictionary turns out to be the sufficient part of it. 

Moreover, here come the advantages of e-dictionaries: the pronunciation mode, 

quick search, visual description, audio or video entries, interactive tasks, online 

testing etc. 

Therefore, developing the IT English Dictionary placed in MOODLE may 

give more opportunities for students to work on all the English thematic topics in 

the IT field without missing anything and especially for their self study as they can 

access dictionary entries for a topic or do an interactive task anytime and 

anywhere with the help of their electronic devices and the Internet access. So this 

will significantly increase not only the flexibility of teachers, students but the 

learning process itself.  
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TEACH STUDENTS TO FISH, OR WORD-LEARNING  

STRATEGIES IN AN AVIATION ENGLISH COURSE 
 

Acquiring lexical competence and thorough vocabulary teaching in an 

Aviation English Course is an obvious need. It is difficult to have successful 

communication without knowing grammar or having correct pronunciation, but 

one can hardly ever do it without appropriate vocabulary skills. 

English in Aviation is used both by native and non-native English speakers 

who communicate for a specific purpose in the professional aviation context where 

English is adopted to be a working language. As stated by Douglas (2000), “specific 

purpose language is precise, has distinctive features which make it peculiar and 

understandable only in the environment of its users” [2, p. 7]. This is completely true 

about Aviation English as well. Very often these features make the language of 

aviation professional environment impenetrable for a layman. The communicators 

may already have some knowledge of English, they may need a review of their 

grammar skills, but it is very likely that the lexicon that will appear in their 

professional field is unknown to them. They may be perfectly fluent in general 

English, but when it comes to Aviation English they will certainly lack vocabulary.  

Our observation at Flight Academy of NAU made evident that students 

having quite good general English proficiency really suffered in their attempts to 

acquire Aviation English vocabulary and freely use it for professional purposes. 

With thousands of words to learn in Aviation English and a limited amount of 

classroom teaching, what we can do is to help students become more proficient 

independent word learners. It is an absolute necessity to sharpen students’ skills at 

learning words on their own. This will allow learners to more than double the 
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