
48 
 

Antonio Mondaca-Soto 
CaixaBank Dualiza 
Centre for Knowledge and Innovation 
Paseo de la Castellana, 189, 28.046 Madrid, Spain 
E-mail: amondacas.dualiza@caixabank.com  
 
* Corresponding author  
 
Abstract: The aim is to provide an in-depth review of the scientific literature on VET for 
Sustainable Development (SD). To this end, qualitative and quantitative studies will be 
analysed to provide a theoretical and empirical approach to sustainability in the field of VET. 
VET for SD seeks a new type of development, not based on growth, but on new forms of work 
because of new forms of production, consumption and relationship with the environment 
(Goldney et al., 2007). It is not only important to be aware of natural limitations but also to 
learn and experience sustainability by working with VET schools and companies in terms of 
sustainability (Grawth et al., 2018). However, this approach is not only marginal but has been 
devalued after burning the term at the declarative level and making little progress at the 
curricular, operationalisation and organisational levels (Fien et al., 2009; Hemkes and Melzig, 
2021). 
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Abstract. The garment industry is one of the biggest polluters in the world. Clothing quickly 
becomes textile waste because of the rapid change in fashion trends. Greenpeace says that 95% 
of clothing can be reused. Future professionals in vocational education minoring in garment 
technology study methods of optimising the materials use and reducing waste in new products 
manufacturing. However, training in textiles upcycling is essential to solving the problem of 
clothes that have been used and gone out of fashion. Appropriate competence has to be formed. 
Students need to know the benefits and risks of upcycling, and possible techniques which can 
be used for it. It is important to form a positive attitude toward upcycling. To realise these 
goals, students create upcycling projects while studying professional disciplines in KNUTD. 
A survey was conducted to understand the upcycling behaviour of KNUTD students. 93 
students took part in it. The combination model of theory of interpersonal behaviour and theory 
of planned behavior was used. The results indicate a positive attitude towards upcycling 
practices. Half of the respondents engage in upcycling once a year, the other half every 3 
months or more often. But undergraduate students are not aware of the benefits of upcycling. 
So, further work needs to be carried out so future vocational education professionals will 
consciously use environmental standards in their activity. 
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Abstract: In line with the needs of the current industry which requires employees in the field 
of Technical Vocational Education & Training (TVET) to be prepared in terms of knowledge 
regarding sustainability when stepping into the world of work afterwards and able to address 
challenges in relation to sustainability issues. Students’ awareness should be consistently 
increased through the application of knowledge, attitudes and behaviors towards environmental 
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