aKMM YHHOM, pPOOMMO BHCHOBOK, IO SIKICHE Ta YCITIIIIHE
HaBYaHHS 1HO3EMHHX MOB MOTpeOye MOCTIHHOTO TONIIYKY HOBHX
dbopM, TEAAroriYHMX MPUHIMIIB Ta METOMIB BHUKJIAJaHHS, a
HEHPOTUAAKTUYHUN MIAX1A € JOUIIbHUM Ta €()EeKTUBHUM B OHJIAMH-
HaBYaHHI.
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DEVELOPING TESTS FOR ESTIMATING
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

Kyraii K. b.
Ykpaina, Kuie, Kuiecoxuii nayionanvnuii ynieepcumem
mexHoN02ii ma Ou3ainy

Tests are special tasks, the performance or non-performance of
which indicates the presence or lack of certain knowledge, skills, and
abilities among students. It is a tool that consists of a qualitatively
verified system of test tasks, a standardized procedure and pre-
planned processing and analysis of the results, designed to measure
the qualities and properties of a person, the changes of which are
possible in the process of systematic training [2].

On can also define tests as a system of tasks of increasing
complexity, built in a certain form, which allows students to reveal
their level of knowledge, abilities and skills. For teachers testing is a

73



good opportunity to see the achievements of each student at various
stages of educational activity.

With an appropriate educational process organization, control
promotes the development of students’ memory, thinking, and
language. It systematizes their knowledge, timely exposes failures in
the educational process, and serves to prevent them. A well-
organized control of students’ knowledge contributes to the
democratization of the educational process, its intensification and
differentiation of learning. It helps the teacher to get objective
information (feedback) about the progress of students’ educational
and cognitive activities [3].

There are different types of tests for monitoring students’ level
of knowledge. Testing in foreign language learning is conducted to
identify: the level of achievement in a certain type of activity, the
abilities for a certain type of activity, the difficulties in mastering this
or that type of activity and possible ways to overcome them. Here we
can mention placement tests, aptitude tests, proficiency tests,
progress tests and achievement tests. Now let us discuss each type.

Placement tests are used to divide students into groups
according to their academic achievements.

Aptitude tests are conducted with the aim of determining the
level of communicative competence formation and are aimed at
identifying the individual and psychological characteristics of a
language learner, with the aim of providing the necessary support in
a timely manner. This will contribute to the successful mastering the
subject.

Proficiency tests are designed to assess students’ speaking
achievement and their compliance with program requirements.

The purpose of progress tests is to motivate students to study
and to obtain information about the level of their mastering the
educational material, as well as to identify their difficulties in
learning.

Achievement tests are based on the speech program, according
to which the group trains. They evaluate the work of both the teacher
and the students. The purpose of such tests is to obtain information
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about the students’ level of educational achievements in final or
entrance exams [1].

Tests consist of two parts: the task (question, statement) and
the reference (correct answer). By comparing the reference with the
student’s answer, it is possible to objectively judge the educational
material mastering. The test without a reference turns into a regular
control task.

It’s obvious that tests have many advantages, including the
ability to check the results of educational achievements
simultaneously from many topics and sections of the program,
objectively assess the level of mastering the educational material, the
ability to detect not only what has been learned, but also what has not
been learned, the ability to apply computer technologies for testing,
monitoring the correctness of tasks and processing their results,
creating equal testing conditions for all test participants,
standardizing and automating the procedure for checking results,
saving time on providing feedback, covering a large number of
students with testing.

But there are also some disadvantages: the probability of
randomly choosing the correct answer, when using closed-type tests,
it is possible to evaluate only the final result (correct - incorrect),
while the process that led to it is not disclosed, psychological
disadvantage — standardization of thinking without taking into
account the level of personality development, a large amount of time
spent on compiling the necessary bank of tests, their variants, the
complexity of the process, tests do not promote language
development.

Therefore, in order to achieve success in the educational
process, all these factors must be taken into account when creating
foreign language tests.
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J1O MPOBJIEMH JIHT BO®PLIOCO®CBKUX 3ACAJ]
®OPMYBAHHS ®POHETUYHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI
MAWBYTHIX YYUTEJIIB MOBHO-JIITEPATYPHOI
OCBITHBOI T'AJTY3I

Ky3nenosa I'. II.
Ykpaina, I'nyxie, I'nyxiecbkuii nayionanvHuii neoazozivHuil
YHigepcumem imeni Onekcanopa /loericenka

[lutaHHs ~ XapaKTepUCTUKH  JIHTBO(IIOCO(YCHKUX  OCHOB
dbopmyBaHHS (OHETHYHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI MalOyTHIX (axiBIliB
YKpPaiHChKOI CJIOBECHOCTI B YMOBaX OHOBJIEHHS 3MICTy METOJUYHOT
CHUCTEMHU HaBYaHHS (OHETHKH, IO OKPECIIOIOTHCS MOJICPHI3AIlIEI0
OCBITHBOT'O TpOLIECY B 3aKJafax 3arajbHOi CepelHbOi OCBITH Ta
MEeJaroriyHuX BUIIAX, BU3HAYAEMO SIK CKJIaJIHE, OCKUIBKH BOHO €
HEJOCTaTHHO MPOOIEMATU30BAHUM B YKPATHCBHKIM JTHTBOIUAAKTHIII,
IO SIK Hayka 1 HaBuajbHa TUCLUIUIIHA HaOyna oOepTiB JMIlIE Ha
noyatky XXI cr. OkpiM IbOro, aKTyaJbHICTb MpPOOJIEMH, SK
3a3Hayae @. baneBu4, BHU3HAYAETHCA JBOMA  MPOTUIIECHKHUMH
NOTJISiIaMA  HAa PO3BUTOK 1 CTAHOBJIIGHHS CaMmoOi yKpaiHCBhKOL
dinocodii MOBH: «3riIHO 3 TMEpPIIMM — CydacHa YKpaiHChKa
¢inocodis MOBH IiCHYe, Mae HEBEIUKY, aj€é BJIACHY ICTOPIIO
PO3BUTKY; 3TAHO 3 IPYTMM — CydacHa yKpaiHcbka guiocodisi MOBH —
mi, Buraakay [1: 207].
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